**To the Editor:** Adenosine deaminase (ADA) plays a role in the proliferation and differentiation of lymphocytes. It is present more in T lymphocytes than B lymphocytes and increases during T cell differentiation. In pulmonary tuberculosis the increase of serum ADA levels and its value for diagnosis has been shown in many studies.[@b1-asm-5-406]--[@b3-asm-5-406] The studies also showed a decrease of serum ADA activity after treatment.[@b4-asm-5-406]

In fact, a decrease in such acute phase reactant levels as erythrocyte sedimentation rate (ESR) was found after initiation of therapy. However, these reactants were not enough for follow up in this disease. Conversion of a sputum smear is accepted as an important indicator for the beginning of recovery in tuberculous therapy. Do serum ADA levels decrease during sputum conversion? Does sputum conversion, which is an indicator of the efficacy of treatment, correlate with serum ADA levels? Lymphocytic activity may be continued during the course of the disease. If serum ADA levels reflect lymphocytic activity, they can be a reliable marker of the effectiveness of tuberculous therapy. To answer these questions we measured serum ADA levels of smear positive pulmonary tuberculous patients at the beginning of therapy and during conversion.

We included 48 smear-positive pulmonary tuberculosis patients and 15 healthy men of similar age as a control group. All the patients were men, and their mean age was 22.8±5.3 years (range, 20--42 years). Lesions determined on their pulmonary radiographies were classified as minimal, moderately advanced or far advanced.[@b5-asm-5-406] All patients were analyzed by a complete blood count, blood biochemistry, erythrocyte sedimentation rate (ESR), C reactive protein (CRP), and tuberculin skin test. All patients were treated with standard antituberculous treatment. The two-week sputum smear negativity determined consecutively was accepted as conversion week. ESR, serum ADA, CRP analysis and radiologic evaluations were made in this period. All samples for serum ADA measurements were evaluated with Gusti's colorimetric method.[@b6-asm-5-406] The Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS) software was used in all analyses and a *P* value of \<0.05 was considered statistically significant.

Mean serum ADA levels were 35.6±15.3 U/L (range, 17--91 U/L) in smear positive pulmonary tuberculosis patients and 19.0±7.1 U/L (range, 9--32 U/L) in the control group (*P*\<0.0001). Sputum smear conversion occurred at 4.2±2.1 weeks (range, 2--9 weeks). When smear conversion occurred, serum ADA levels were 38.2 ± 13.9 U/L (range, 13--76 U/L). The differences in serum ADA levels between the measurement at the beginning of the treatment and sputum conversion time were not significant (*P*=0.3), but ESR and CRP levels decreased significantly ([Table 1](#t1-asm-5-406){ref-type="table"}). There was not a significant correlation between radiologic extent and serum ADA levels at the beginning of the treatment (*P*=0.2). The radiologic changes during smear conversion were not significant either. A significant change in the serum ADA levels of both new cases and old cases either at the beginning of the treatment or at the time of conversion was not found (*P*=0.1). In one study of the efficacy of serum ADA activity in evaluating the response to tuberculous therapy, the investigators reported a decrease in serum ADA levels in the first two months and a return to normal at the end of treatment.[@b4-asm-5-406] In our study, sputum smear conversion time was 4 weeks on average, but serum ADA levels did not decrease in this period. Our studies do not correlate with results from other studies that show a decrease in serum ADA levels in the early period. No significant difference was found in serum ADA levels between the early or late sputum conversion time. Although ESR and CRP, known as acute phase reactants decrease during conversion, disease activity is thought to be continuous. This may be the reason why our patient's ADA levels did not decrease during the conversion period. We also observed that there were no changes in leukocyte and lymphocyte counts. We found no studies that evaluated serum ADA activity during sputum conversion in the literature so there is no data to compare with our results. Also, serum ADA activity in drug-resistant cases is not known. In these cases, serum ADA levels are expected to be high as the sputum positivity continues. The relationship between ADA and lymphocytes may be clarified by new studies in drug-resistant cases. Finally, the serum ADA level is a highly specific parameter in pulmonary tuberculosis patients. Despite acute phase reactants during sputum smear conversion, serum ADA levels do not decrease. For this reason serum ADA may be a good parameter in the follow-up of a chronic disease like tuberculosis.

###### 

ESR, CRP, sADA, hemogram results at the beginning of the treatment and at conversion time

  Measurements (mean±SD)   Before treatment   During conversion   *P* value
  ------------------------ ------------------ ------------------- -----------
  sADA (U/L)               35.6 ± 15.3        38.2 ± 13.9         0.3
  ESR (mm/hour)            74.3 ± 22.5        48.9 ± 27.8         \<0.001
  CRP mg/L                 69.6 ± 42.1        39.8 ± 39.2         0.001
  Leukocyte (/mm3)         9793 ± 2447        10189 ± 2974        0.4
  Lymphocyte (/mm3)        1487 ± 504         1676 ± 428          0.051
